Prayer Service

Laudato Si/Care for Creation
Materials:

•
•
•

Paper and Pencils
Cross
 opies of Excerpts From Laudato Si and Closing Prayer handouts
C
for each participant.

Process:
Invite participants into a prayerful mindset and distribute Excerpts From
Laudato Si handout.
Leader:
One of the principles of Catholic social teaching is Care for Creation.
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation.
We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship
with all of God’s creation.
We are committed to actions of advocacy in our lives that fulfill
this responsibility.
Prayer can make us more conscious of this call, and can form us to follow
Jesus’ example to respond freely out of love.
Instruct participants to read the Excerpts From Laudato Si and choose one
excerpt or phrase that speaks to them.
They should then compose a prayer for advocacy for our world and/or our global
neighbors based on the excerpt.
When participants have composed their prayers, instruct them to sit in a circle.
Hold up the cross for all to see.
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Leader:
We gather here in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God, who gives us the gift of creation, we gather here as many, made one.
We ask that you help us to hear Your call, so that we may discern how we can
	use the gifts You have given each and every one of us to be advocates for
our earth and for those who live in poverty throughout the world today.
Hear our prayers, fill our hearts, make us one in you.
Pass the cross around the room and allow each person to read his or her prayer
while holding the cross aloft.
The cross is passed around the circle until all prayers are prayed and the
cross returns to the leader.
(Distribute Closing Prayer handout to participants)

Closing Prayer: Prayer of St. Francis with Pope Francis
Reader: “Let the cry for peace ring out in all the world.”
(tweeted by Pope Francis 9/4/13)
All: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Reader: “Where we find hate and darkness, may we bring hope in order to give
a human face to society.” (tweeted 9/30/13)
All: Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Reader: “God is so merciful toward us. We too should learn to be merciful,
especially with those who suffer.” (tweeted 7/17/13)
All: Where there is injury, pardon;
Reader: “Christians know how to face difficulties, trials and defeat with serenity
and hope in the Lord.” (tweeted 10/31/13)
All: Where there is doubt, faith;
Reader: “We ought to never lose hope. God overwhelms us with grace if
we keep asking.” (tweeted 9/9/13)
All: Where there is despair, hope;
Reader: “The light of faith illumines all our relationships and helps us to live them
in union with the love of Christ, to live them like Christ.” (tweeted 8/5/13)
All: Where there is darkness, light;
Reader: “If we wish to follow Christ closely, we cannot choose an easy, quiet life. It
will be a demanding life, but full of joy.” (tweeted 7/10/13)
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All: And where there is sadness, joy.
Reader: “Let us allow Jesus into our lives and leave behind our selfishness,
indifference and closed attitudes to others.” (tweeted 8/27/13)
All: O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled
as to console;
Reader: “Let us ask the Lord to give us the gentleness to look upon the poor with
understanding and love, devoid of human calculation and fear.”
(tweeted 9/24/13)
All: To be understood as to understand;
Reader: “God loves us. May we discover the beauty of loving and being loved.” 		
(tweeted 11/11/13)
All: To be loved as to love.
Reader: “Every time we give in to selfishness and say ‘No’ to God, we spoil his
loving plan for us.” (tweeted 5/26/13)
All: For it is in giving that we receive:
Reader: “We are all sinners, but we experience the joy of God’s forgiveness and
we walk forward truly in his mercy.” (tweeted 9/19/13)
All: It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.
(Prayer adapted from a prayer developed by Mary Ann Otto, Stewardship and
Special Projects Director, Diocese of Green Bay, and by Catholic Charities of
St. Paul and Minneapolis)
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Closing Prayer Handout

Laudato Si/Care for Creation
Prayer of St. Francis with Pope Francis
Reader: “Let the cry for peace ring out in all the world.”
(tweeted by Pope Francis 9/4/13)
All: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Reader: “Where we find hate and darkness, may we bring hope in order to give
a human face to society.” (tweeted 9/30/13)
All: Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Reader: “God is so merciful toward us. We too should learn to be merciful,
especially with those who suffer.” (tweeted 7/17/13)
All: Where there is injury, pardon;
Reader: “Christians know how to face difficulties, trials and defeat with serenity
and hope in the Lord.” (tweeted 10/31/13)
All: Where there is doubt, faith;
Reader: “We ought to never lose hope. God overwhelms us with grace if we keep
asking.” (tweeted 9/9/13)
All: Where there is despair, hope;
Reader: “The light of faith illumines all our relationships and helps us to live them
in union with the love of Christ, to live them like Christ.” (tweeted 8/5/13)
All: Where there is darkness, light;
Reader: “If we wish to follow Christ closely, we cannot choose an easy, quiet life.
It will be a demanding life, but full of joy.” (tweeted 7/10/13)
All: And where there is sadness, joy.
Reader: “Let us allow Jesus into our lives and leave behind our selfishness,
indifference and closed attitudes to others.” (tweeted 8/27/13)
All: O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled
as to console;
Reader: “Let us ask the Lord to give us the gentleness to look upon the poor with
understanding and love, devoid of human calculation and fear.” (tweeted 9/24/13)
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All: To be understood as to understand;
Reader: “God loves us. May we discover the beauty of loving and being loved.”
(tweeted 11/11/13)
All: To be loved as to love.
Reader: “Every time we give in to selfishness and say ‘No’ to God, we spoil his
loving plan for us.” (tweeted 5/26/13)
All: For it is in giving that we receive:
Reader: “We are all sinners, but we experience the joy of God’s forgiveness and
we walk forward truly in his mercy.” (tweeted 9/19/13)
All: It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life. Amen.

(Prayer adapted from a prayer developed by Mary Ann Otto, Stewardship and
Special Projects Director, Diocese of Green Bay, and by Catholic Charities of
St. Paul and Minneapolis)
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Prayer Service Handout

Laudato Si/Care for Creation
Excerpts from Laudato Si
Pope Francis, 2015
The human environment and the natural environment deteriorate together;
we cannot adequately combat environmental degradation unless we attend to
causes related to human and social degradation. In fact, the deterioration of the
environment and of society affects the most vulnerable people on the planet...
The impact of present imbalances is also seen in the premature death of many of
the poor…. (48)
We have to realize that a true ecological approach always becomes a social
approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on the environment, so
as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. (49)
Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: environmental, social,
economic, political and for the distribution of goods. It represents one of the
principal challenges facing humanity in our day. Its worst impact will probably be
felt by developing countries in coming decades. Many of the poor live in areas
particularly affected by phenomena related to warming, and their means of
subsistence are largely dependent on natural reserves and ecosystemic services
such as agriculture, fishing and forestry. They have no other financial activities or
resources which can enable them to adapt to climate change or to face natural
disasters, and their access to social services and protection is very limited. For
example, changes in climate, to which animals and plants cannot adapt, lead them
to migrate; this in turn affects the livelihood of the poor, who are then forced to
leave their homes, with great uncertainty for their future and that of their children.
There has been a tragic rise in the number of migrants seeking to flee from the
growing poverty caused by environmental degradation. They are not recognized
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by international conventions as refugees; they bear the loss of the lives they have
left behind, without enjoying any legal protection whatsoever. (25)
Sadly, there is widespread indifference to such suffering, which is even now taking
place throughout our world. Our lack of response to these tragedies involving our
brothers and sisters points to the loss of that sense of responsibility for our fellow
men and women upon which all civil society is founded (25)
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